
Background Information

You are all on a cruise to nowhere when a storm sinks your ship. The only survivors
who are in the lifeboat are those who are on your team. You will make the assumption
that everyone on the lifeboat is in good physical shape and it will be days or weeks
before you are rescued, if at all.

There is a deserted island about 50 miles south, and the current will probably get you
there in a few days. The ocean water is cold, and the people in the water will last no
more than 20 minutes.

Guidelines:

Because of the size of the lifeboat, you have room for only 4 more people.

• Your team needs to make a decision: Who is to be let into the lifeboat?

• You and your team must reach consensus on the decision. Whatever your team decides must 
be acted upon by all of the team members.

• You have some information about the people in the water.

• Select a spokesperson to present your team’s findings and the rationale for the choice



Team’s ChoiceYour ChoiceWho?

A 24-year-old pregnant woman

A 67-year-old man

A doctor (general practitioner)

The ship’s captain

A 38-year-old professor of astronomy & physics

A minister

A 25-year-old man in good physical condition

A 6-year-old child

An injured teenager (broken arm and 2 ribs)

A lawyer (the pregnant woman’s husband)

A retired Air Force captain

A horticulturist

A former Olympic track medalist


